Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #18 – What about abortion, euthanasia and capital punishment?


Matters of life and death are always important and even controversial in our nation, so what does the Bible say about abortion, euthanasia and capital punishment? 

To define our terms: Abortion is the intentional disruption of the development of an unborn human being, resulting in a termination of life. Euthanasia is the intentional termination of life, often of the elderly or seriously infirm, so as to prevent further suffering. Capital punishment is the intentional termination of life, as decreed by a governing authority, for one convicted of a serious criminal offense, such as murder or treason. 

In all three situations, the end result is the termination of life, less politely known as death. In abortion, a completely innocent unborn child is prevented the opportunity to live and pursue liberty and happiness. In euthanasia, a person becomes guilty of the sin of suicide or a victim of the sin of murder. In capital punishment, a person duly convicted of a crime is denied life according to lawful judgment. In all of scripture, God only approves of one of these scenarios, and it is capital punishment. 

God recognizes life in the womb (Psalm 139:13-16) and protects the vulnerable ones (Exodus 21:22). Suicidal euthanasia, while committed many times in scripture, is playing God by taking time in one’s own hands. Practiced by Saul, Iscariot and others, suicide is the murder of self. Practiced by accomplices, it is homicide. Capital punishment, however, is approved of God for serious crimes in both testaments (Exodus 21:23, Romans 13:1-7). In this last dispensation, God has entrusted that delegated authority to governing authorities, which do not bear the sword in vain. 

Is it inconsistent to favor capital punishment, but not abortion rights? Hardly. God allows for the execution of the guilty but judges the execution of innocent to be an act of great injustice.

1. Define the following terms:
   • Abortion: the intentional disruption of the development of an unborn human being, resulting in a termination of life
   • Euthanasia: the intentional termination of life, often of the elderly or seriously infirm, so as to prevent further suffering
   • Capital punishment: the intentional termination of life, as decreed by a governing authority, for one convicted of a serious criminal offense
2. Although each of these issues is a controversial one politically in America, the life and death ramifications suggest that the Bible may speak to them. When Scripture conflicts with human law, how should the Christian handle the conflict (Acts 4:18-22, 5:26-32)?  
Divine law must always take precedence over human law and when the two conflict, it is more important to remain right with God than to heed a human authority that has overstepped its jurisdiction.

3. American law allows parents and doctors to terminate the lives of unborn children between conception and birth, but not after. The righteousness of such action revolves around the question of just when life commences, that is, when God invests a human body with an eternal soul. How do we know that this occurs prior to birth (Psalm 139:13-16)?
David remarks that God knew him in the womb, fashioned that body for his soul and could foresee all of his days before even one of them occurred. 
4. What was God’s attitude toward unborn life in the Law of Moses (Exodus 21:22-24)?
That life was due the same protection as a child harmed outside the womb.
5. Because euthanasia removes God from the equation, it becomes either murder or suicide, depending upon who is involved. Is murder ever justifiable in such cases (Galatians 5:19-21)?
Murder is a work of the flesh and is never justified.

6. Is suicide ever encouraged or approved in Scripture? What harm would have resulted from the Philippian jailer’s contemplated suicide (Acts 16:25-34)?
Suicide is the murder of self, and is never encouraged or approved by God.  He and his entire household would have been denied the opportunity to hear and obey the gospel that saved their souls.
7. Both of these subjects–abortion and euthanasia–are regularly defended as within the rights of the individual regarding his own body. What is wrong with that argument? Think!
We have no right from God to use our bodies for sin ever (First Corinthians 6:18-20). Abortion even affects the life of someone other than myself — my child. 

8. Why does not the sixth commandment of Moses apply to this subject (Exodus 20:13)?
The Old Testament has been abolished and the sixth commandment only condemned murder anyway, or capital punishment was practiced under Moses (Exodus 21:23).the church?
